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A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, July 13, 2022, 
opening at 7:34 p.m. Mayor Clarke presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:   Segal. Zubrzycki, Clarke, Cowper, Salemi 
     Absent:    None 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Attorney Schultz, and Clerk Dryden 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Cowper, to approve the City Council Agenda for July 13, 
2022, as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Salemi, seconded Segal, to approve the following items on the consent agenda 
as submitted. 
 

A. June 8, 2022, Regular Meeting 
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12207-12208, DD4626-4657, EFT1684-

1691, STUB171-STUB173; and A/P check #’s 51891-51933 , EFT & ACH 2675-
2695; TOTALING: $385,809.78. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works and Police Reports for June 2022.  
  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
COMMITTEE REPORTS    

      
Phil Ross reported for the Greater West Bloomfield Cable Communications Commission, and 
shared services the Commission provides and their advocacy to resolve all cable service issues. 
On their website gwbcable.org there is a customer service tab which directs residents to Comcast 
or AT&T customer service. If you continue to have issues, contact the commission or 
email  davealbery@gwbcable.org. Ross provided residents can enroll in the Affordable 
connectivity program, to help qualifying household connect to internet and stay connected. The 
link is on the home page. 
 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  

http://gwbcable.org/contact-david-albery
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Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public.  
      
There were 32 people in the audience.  
        
Helen Jane Peters showed a picture of Daniel Whitfield and the first two schools on the property. 
Daniel Whitfield donated the land and $300 was spent to build the first school. In 1894 an 
additional school was built and later a third.  August 4th Helen Jane invites everyone to come 
learn about the Whitfield Property, at the Community Center.  
 
Peters is happy to see the property on Telegraph cleaned up and landscaped. She showed a 
picture of the property when it was tower beach. People would take the interurban and come to 
this beach. There was a small hut to rent and change into swim wear.  
 
Peters announced the Harmony United Chorus will perform Monday July 18th at 7:30 p.m. on the 
front lawn. 
 
Jan Hays shared how she has provided United State flags for the city during Memorial Day and 
July 4th.  She thanked the kids who help put all the flags out and acknowledged she can’t go 
around to remove them all. She thanked Dryden for getting a newsbyte out asking everyone to be 
respectful and remove the flags, so they don’t fall to the ground. She asked everyone to help pick 
up their neighbor’s if they see them still out. She would hate to see this tradition end, but respect 
for the flag should be taken. 
 
          
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
       U-002-22 
Martin welcomed everybody. He provided the Oakland County Water Resources Commission 
has now taken over the operation of our Water and Sewer systems and storm lift station.  We’re 
still working through a few of the logistics and as soon as we have everything in order, we will 
send out a newsbyte with an explanation of the change.  It will not affect the vast majority of 
people. 
       BD-003-22 
The seawall installation is progressing.  We received a few complaints from boaters about not 
being able to access their docks. The seawall company has been responsive in helping with those 
issues. They expect to be done with the vinyl installation this week. They have been running into 
a lot of debris including concrete and a 20+ foot tree that went through the wall and had to be 
removed.   
 
The Lake Level is low because of a lack of rainfall. The lakes and rivers are all low. When we 
get some rain, the levels will be adjusted. Ferndale beach was closed for a couple of days. That is 
not unusual this time of year, especially with no rain. 
 
Martin shared ITC will be trimming a few trees along the trail. 
       B4-001-22 
The beautification plantings along Telegraph have been completed. The last step will be 
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installing the fence and keeping everything growing. It is a fantastic transformation from the 
absolute mess that was there.  We lost a very large tree to vines that had grown and killed it. If 
we hadn’t removed the invasive mess, we would have lost several more, if not all of the large 
trees and had nothing. Thank you to Pat Hurley for helping with logistics with the project.   
 
As mentioned each month, there are so many events scheduled for this summer that Martin won’t 
be able to remember them all to comment, which is a great problem to have.  Music, food trucks, 
fun, and games continue to happen throughout the City. The Fireworks went off without issue, 
the crowd was relatively small and that’s fine with him. Thank you to OCBC for hosting the 
event again this year!  
       S-005-22 
We know that Orchard Lake Road is going to be a mess for a while under construction. It will be 
very nice when it’s done. To add to that construction, we were informed that the Road 
Commission is going to be closing Cass Lake Road beginning in August, to install a new culvert, 
storm sewer, guardrails, and pavement. They expect the work to be completed by October. 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Segal thanked those who provide events for the city. The fireworks were great. Segal is glad to 
see everyone here and participating. 
 
Zubrzycki thanked the OCBC for the fireworks display. He thanked everyone for coming to the 
meeting tonight. He shared he see a webinar on why Highland Park hasn’t been paying their 
water bills to GLWA. 
 
Cowper thanked Dryden for sending out council information. The fireworks were great, and he 
thanked OCBC for providing them. 
 
Salemi thanked those who wrote notes on using the Community Center. Council appreciates 
residents’ feedback whether it is good or bad. Salemi thanked the Police Department for the extra 
attention they are giving to the entrances to the city with all the cut through traffic happening 
with the construction.  
 
Clarke echoed the community event comment. He loves seeing everyone participating with all 
the different events. 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS     
        
a. Ordinance 358-2022 Amending Chapter 30, Article V, Noise  O-010-22 

 
Martin read his communication he wrote to City Council yesterday. After a lot of discussion, 
City Attorney Schultz and Martin think we have gotten off track with this conversation and the 
proposed ordinance amendments.  
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Our current ordinance is a tried and true, court-tested noise ordinance, typically used by many 
municipalities. 
 
The current ordinance worked fine, without issue.  We had very few noise complaints about 
residents over the past several years. 
 
The reason we are at this point with our current noise ordinance amendment is because of the 
Oakland County Boat Club, when they expanded their use by adding outdoor music.   
 
Where we got offtrack is when we tried to amend our generic noise ordinance to accommodate 
the OCBC’s new use of outdoor music in what is essentially a residential area.  A new use like 
that, especially if amplified, is not likely to be able to meet any sort of generic standards that you 
would expect to apply within a residential area to govern a bunch of residential uses. As a result, 
the way it stands, and has for the last couple years in which this new use has actually expanded, 
is the OCBC has been in violation of the current noise ordinance. 
 
If Council wants to allow them to be able to have outdoor music, that can be accomplished, but 
that either ought to be done with a separate provision in this ordinance that relates to that specific 
use—because it is a one of a kind use inside the residential area—or maybe even by some other 
amendments to other ordinances (e.g., the zoning ordinance). 
 
We think that at this point it might be best not to approve the ordinance amendments that deal 
with changes to times for music for everyone, which is what’s proposed. Instead, we probably 
ought to be talking about whether the city finds the move to outdoor music on a regular basis to 
be ok, and if so, design some standards to deal with that, while leaving in place the general 
standards that govern the great majority of other uses in the city and the residential area in 
particular. 
 
So, we propose that instead of just the ordinance generally, we might start with a discussion 
about the OCBC music. If you don’t want to allow outdoor music, we don’t need to change 
anything – it’s not allowed. If want to allow outdoor music with necessary restrictions, we will 
work on regulations (here and/or elsewhere) for that.  But we need direction. 
 
Attorney Schultz confirmed he and Martin discussed the confusion of this ordinance amendment. 
Making changes in times and noise levels for the OCBC wasn’t the right place to start with this 
amendment. He agreed working on regulations in a zoning ordinance is a better way to go. 
 
Salemi shared he has done his own survey how residents feel about the music coming from the 
OCBC and those residents feel there is no issue and music is cut off at the right time and they are 
enjoying summer time. He shared what someone wrote to him, “we have to balance the needs of 
all residents. It should not be the few driving the policy change. He would like to survey those 
residents who are within 500’ of the Boat Club to get their perspective on the noise. He doesn’t 
believe this ordinance amendment is the way to go.  
 
Zubrzycki feels they should take a deeper look at the proposed ordinance. They now have a 
resident’s study she had done with noise issues she had. He feels an expert could help them draft 
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something that makes more sense.  
Segal suggested a change with distances with the audible policy. Instead of saying clearly 
audible at 100’, it should say that you prohibit amplified sound that exceeds a general 
conversational level at 100’. 
 
Cowper clarified this ordinance is residential and the Oakland County Boat Club exist within the 
residential district. He stated the ordinance amendment wasn’t drawn up for the OCBC. It started 
with residents communicating to some City Council members, noise concerns in general in the 
city. He explained when council first started this they were surprised that no outdoor amplified 
music is allowed in the current ordinance. They knew they needed to change that because they 
did want the music to stop. There are different things going on in the city, residential noise, 
OCBC, community events, and community center rentals, which are not included in the noise 
ordinance because the rental agreement addresses no amplification of outdoor music already. 
They thought they could address it all with this ordinance amendment. They don’t want to stop 
anyone from having a musical event outdoors. They need a policy that clearly addresses volume, 
duration, and number of events. 
 
Clarke clarified in the current ordinance there is an exemption for permits approved by the City 
Manager. Martin agreed that is correct. Most don’t follow this route and they should.  
 
Zubrzycki reviewed Martin needs guidelines for what is allowed to make everyone on the same 
page. 
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public. 
 
John Powers expressed his appreciation to Martin and Schultz for their level headed response 
and considering some alternatives to the noise ordinance. He feels something can be written to 
accommodate everyone. He appreciates City Council too but is concerned that they would listen 
to a select few residents and change an ordinance. He suggested they talk to most of the 
community.  
 
Fran Parker shared she goes to the bocce courts and can’t wait for OCBC music to start. 
 
MaryAnn Smith provided copies of a study she had done at her place in 2009. She feels noise is 
an issue of disturbance. She feels 100’ from the property line is subjective. She would like to see 
the decibel levels from 7 pm – 7 am lowered to 40  decibels.  
 
Julie Kohr is confused and just wants to know what time she can have music until. She feels 
Council is making it to complex. They just need to give the rules. 
 
Jeanie Fraser asked for clarification if anyone can apply to have music until whatever hour, with 
City Manager approval.  
 
Salemi recommended talking to your neighbors before holding an event at your place. It is just 
common sense and courtesy. Mary Lewis stated but people don’t do that. 
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Clarke encouraged everyone to fill out an application. They may tighten up this application to 
clarify it more. Council has listened to everyone, and they will not change anything for now. 
 
Mary Lewis asked if there is a time limit. Clarke recommended putting what they want on the 
application, and it would be for the City Manager to approved or not. 
 
Barry Majors feels the ordinance will be hard for a part-time officer to determine property lines 
and noise at 100’ away. He shared there is an app to measure decibel levels. Also he doesn’t see 
outdoor generators addressed with noise, only the placement of them. He feels generators need to 
be addressed. 
 
Zubrzycki shared what he learned when considering an ordinance. This comes from the 
Michigan Municipal League training. “An ordinance must advance a public purpose, not the 
interest of a private person or an arbitrary class of persons. An ordinance that grants special 
privileges to a single person or entity exceeds the scope of the governing body’s power.” 
Meaning they need to consider all residents. He felt the comment was great about addressing 
generators. 
 
 
b.  Discussion – Capital Projects, Tennis/Pickleball and Bocce Courts  

       F-004-22  
Martin explained this is a reintroduction of a few individual capital improvements. He would like 
council to start discussing and then discuss funding.  He shared the current capital projects for 
discussion: tennis/pickleball/basketball court repainting and changing one tennis court to four 
pickleball courts $90,000; new bocce courts $150,000; rehab both the Lakeview and Ferndale 
beaches $150,000; move and improve Memorial Park to the Community Center property 
$50,000; pump track possibly adjacent to City Hall/Trail $80,000; and add onto the Community 
Center and move basic City Hall functions there to allow the Community Center to be open for 
business and viewed by potential renters during the week $300-$400K. 
 
Cowper would like to hear from residents and what they want too.  
 
Zubrzycki added up all those items which roughly comes to $900,000. He asked if they need to 
discuss a bond proposal to fund these. Clarke would suggest seeking alternative funding avenues 
first. There are many progressive fund-raising events to start with.  
 
Clarke explained what a pump track is and stated if they would do this it would need to be a 
public park. With a public park there are grants available.  
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public. 
 
Brian Etter asked who requested the bocce court upgrade? Martin stated it was residents. Clarke 
added the discussion was kicked off when a donation was offered for a pavilion by the bocce 
courts.  
 
Patty Harrop challenged Council to look back at old agenda when there was non-action items, for 
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things that have gone by the wayside. She feels these should be addressed too. 
 
Mary Lewis thanked Council for discussing this. She would be interested in fund raising for the 
pickleball courts. She asked if there was any way to get one tennis court made into a pickleball 
court now? Also the back corner of the courts needs power washing. 
 
Ed Robbins expressed the city is very fortunate to have a resident, Mike Grasser, who builds 
bocce court all over the world. He is knowledgeable and knows our courts need replacement.  
 
Segal feels crowd funding is a great way to get started.  Cowper asked if that is allowed for 
government entities. Attorney Schultz stated they can setup rules and guidelines and work with 
it. 
 
Zubrzycki asked Martin to redistribute the full list that he has provided in the past. Martin 
confirmed he would, and that list is long and includes what Patty Harrop referred to, keycards to 
replace tags and keys.  
 
 
c. Appointment to the Greater West Bloomfield Communications Commission A1-006-22  
 

Mayor Clarke appointed Patrick Riney to the GWBCC for a 3-year term, ending June 30, 2025. 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Cowper, to confirm the Mayor’s appointment of Patrick 
Riney to the GWBCC for a 3-year term. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
       MOTION CARRIED 
  
d.  GLWA Amendment No. 4 to the Water Service Contract CA-005-22 WA-002-22 
 
Martin explained amendments are made periodically to the contract with GLWA. This 
amendment addresses max day, peak hours, consumption values and minimum uses. It doesn’t 
really change much for us. 
 
Zubrzycki  asked if Highland Park’s delinquency is already included in these figures. Martin 
agreed they are but because Sylvan is small it is only a small amount to us. Martin noted the 
courts have now reversed the levy to all the GLWA customers. 
 
 Moved by Segal, seconded Cowper, to approve amendment number 4 to the Water 
Service Contract with the Great Lakes Water Authority. 
 
 Yes:  Zubrzycki, Clarke, Cowper, Salemi, Segal 
 No:   None  
       MOTION CARRIED 
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e.  Poverty Exemption Policy and Guidelines for the Board of Review A-002-22  T-004-22 

 
Martin explained this policy is reviewed and amended regularly. The Board of Review will 
follow this when making a “Poverty Exemption” when a property owner appeals their property 
taxes. 
 

Moved by Salemi, seconded Segal, to adopt the poverty exemption policy and guidelines 
as presented. 

 
Yes:  Clarke, Cowper, Salemi, Segal, Zubrzycki 
No:   None 
       MOTION CARRIED 
 

 
f.  Authorizing the Distribution of the Draft Master Plan to Surrounding communities and 

Agencies as Required by Law.  P-001-22 
 
Attorney Schultz explained this is the updated Master Plan that the Planning Commission has 
been working on. By law the city is required to send the draft to surrounding municipalities, 
agencies, and groups.  This is City Council’s opportunity to say they read it and it is ok to send 
out the draft for comment. After that Planning Commission will hold a public hearing and 
receive public input. They may make changes to the document after that and then will vote to 
approve the Master Plan. 
 
Cowper asked for clarification if City Council gets final approval.  Schultz stated they do not 
unless you want that. In the past Planning Commission has the final approval.  
 
Clarke stated the Planning Commission has worked long and thoroughly on the updated Master 
Plan. He feels it is a good update. 
 
 Moved by Segal, seconded Salemi, to approve the City Manager to distribute the final 
draft Master Plan to the surrounding communities and other agencies as required by law. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
Karen Berkfield asked what is the process to move forward with the capital projects. Clarke 
stated the easiest way is crowd funding or a bond proposal. He suggested residents email City 
Council their thoughts on how they would like to proceed.   
 
Zubrzycki stated Parks & Recreation can help with raising funds or residents can do individually 
to start. 
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 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Cowper, seconded Zubrzycki, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None       MOTION CARRIED 

 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


